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Learning Targets

I will leave this session with at least 

one idea I am excited about 

implementing in my school district.

I will learn three ways City Schools of 

Decatur uses technology to engage 

students in learning.



There’s an App for that!

Using iPads and iPods in the Special 

Education Classroom

Cutia Blunt, Teacher of the Gifted

City Schools of Decatur



iPads & iPod Touches

Advantages

• Devices are familiar to

students

• Easy to add additional apps

• Can be used with all ages

and in all content areas

• Portable

• Ease of use

– Tactile experience

– Appealing to visual, auditory,

and kinesthetic learners

Disadvantages

• Expensive
– iPad = $500/each

– iPod Touch = $229/each

– Plus cost of apps
• Many are free!

• Fragile
– Invest in good cases

• Otterbox

• Educational value is
sometimes questioned

• Syncing and organizing
apps is very time
consuming



Dragon Dictation

• Dragon Dictation is an easy-to-use voice
recognition application powered by Dragon®
NaturallySpeaking® that allows you to easily
speak and instantly see your text or email
messages. In fact, it’s up to five times faster
than typing on the keyboard.

– iTunes description

• Free via iTunes Store

• App is available for iPad, iPod Touch, and 
iPhone



Dragon Dictation

• Movie- Dragon Dictation video from 

YouTube



Dragon Dictation

Advantages

• Transcribes voice-to-text

with impressive accuracy

• ‘Write’ without writing

– Physically unable

– Strugglers

• Simple editing process

• Can be copied/pasted

into other apps

Disadvantages

• Requires active Internet

connection

• Records a maximum of

60 seconds at a time

• Must be in a quiet

environment to receive

best results

• May need to ‘train’ the

app



‘Read to Me’ Books

• From App Store

– Not available via 

iBooks app

– Top Charts

• Categories

– Books

– Price range = free to 

$3.99

• From Barnes & 

Noble’s Nook Kids 

app

– B & N’s website

– Nook Books

– ‘Read to Me’ Books

– Price range = free to 

$16.99



Apple’s Special Education 

Site
• http://www.apple.com/education/special-education/

– Why Apple?

– Mac

– iPad

– iPod Touch and iPhone

– Profiles

– Resources

– How to Buy

• iTunes Store

– App Store

– Quick Links

• Special Education

– Communication

– Hearing

– Language Development

– Literacy & Learning

– Organization

http://www.apple.com/education/special-education/
http://www.apple.com/education/special-education/
http://www.apple.com/education/special-education/


App Exploration

Dragon Dictation ‘Read to Me’ Books

• Any of the ‘Books’ folders

– Books

– Books - Disney

– Books - Seuss

• Nook Kids app



Q & A



Social Media Tools

First Class “Communities”

Gary Falcon, Aptiris



Technology Use

• First use of web

• Most experienced it first at 

school

• High startup costs limited 

access 

• Adults and teens learned 

their way together

• Access nearly ubiquitous

• Experimentation of online 

tools occurred at home

• Virtually free – no barrier to 

adoption

• Teens operating in isolation

Then (Mid-90s) Now



What is Web 2.0?

Web 1.0

• Reference Materials

• Users as 

Consumers

Web 2.0

• Sharing of 

information

• Users as Authors



WEB 2.0 is about 

Participatory Culture

1. Low barriers 

2. Creating and sharing 

3. Knowledge sharing

4. Contributions matter

5. Social connections

6. Valued contributions

Henry Jenkins

http://henryjenkins.org/2006/10/confronting_the_challenges_of.html

http://henryjenkins.org/2006/10/confronting_the_challenges_of.html
http://henryjenkins.org/2006/10/confronting_the_challenges_of.html


Web 2.0 Examples

Blogs

http://images.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://z.about.com/d/weblogs/1/5/V/-/-/-/BloggerHomePage.PNG&imgrefurl=http://weblogs.about.com/od/creatingablog/ss/BloggerTutorial.htm&usg=__fDQWFs9pEns9Oy9ZGib6vGH--0A=&h=304&w=396&sz=62&hl=en&start=3&um=1&tbnid=Eo2yqCEAMNOw9M:&tbnh=95&tbnw=124&prev=/images?q=blogger&gbv=2&um=1&hl=en


Web 2.0 Examples

Wikis

http://images.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://blogs.toonboom.com/professional/wp-content/uploads/2008/05/wikipedia-logo.png&imgrefurl=http://blogs.toonboom.com/professional/?page_id=89&usg=__yKrOP-Kn3yX6Z8WfJOTI656hSvs=&h=599&w=489&sz=211&hl=en&start=2&um=1&tbnid=rSUvt-Bdx72kcM:&tbnh=135&tbnw=110&prev=/images?q=wikipedia&gbv=2&um=1&hl=en


Web 2.0 Examples

Copyright © Open Text Corporation. All rights reserved.

Slide 18

Microblogging



Web 2.0 Examples

Tagging



How do we find 

information on the web?

Copyright © Open Text Corporation. All rights reserved.

Slide 20



WEB 1.0

• Immediate access to information

•The “Magic Box”

http://images.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://blogs.toonboom.com/professional/wp-content/uploads/2008/05/wikipedia-logo.png&imgrefurl=http://blogs.toonboom.com/professional/?page_id=89&usg=__yKrOP-Kn3yX6Z8WfJOTI656hSvs=&h=599&w=489&sz=211&hl=en&start=2&um=1&tbnid=rSUvt-Bdx72kcM:&tbnh=135&tbnw=110&prev=/images?q=wikipedia&gbv=2&um=1&hl=en
http://images.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://www.edutopia.org/images/graphics/4419-2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.edutopia.org/hot-stuff-july-august-2007&usg=__Yax0_dtLVD7xLgeFhnu_hPfjDTU=&h=160&w=184&sz=9&hl=en&start=4&um=1&tbnid=9t14WnOyPC3AGM:&tbnh=89&tbnw=102&prev=/images?q=teacher+tube&gbv=2&um=1&hl=en
http://images.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://www.ooliganpress.pdx.edu/pic/youtube-logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.ooliganpress.pdx.edu/&usg=__snhzpp-uP9eWRA3NEOnN7Ng0XMM=&h=905&w=1280&sz=56&hl=en&start=1&tbnid=JK3T0Bi266AFaM:&tbnh=106&tbnw=150&prev=/images?q=youtubelogo&gbv=2&hl=en
http://images.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://work.whoischarles.com/files/images/flickr_logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://work.whoischarles.com/demos&usg=__x1Q5yqhhftzQ26M0gZQsmHWcF_Q=&h=111&w=223&sz=23&hl=en&start=6&tbnid=PFIvOS9aU8lu-M:&tbnh=53&tbnw=107&prev=/images?q=flickr+logo&gbv=2&hl=en
http://images.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://static.twitter.com/images/twitter_logo.png&imgrefurl=http://decibel.ni.com/content/docs/DOC-1830&usg=__HBJInnutvbpgRZcJN3YcnyCx-Ig=&h=456&w=1234&sz=46&hl=en&start=3&tbnid=o0Q1tsWShArWaM:&tbnh=55&tbnw=150&prev=/images?q=twitter&gbv=2&hl=en


WEB 2.0

• Peer Recommendations

http://images.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://blogs.toonboom.com/professional/wp-content/uploads/2008/05/wikipedia-logo.png&imgrefurl=http://blogs.toonboom.com/professional/?page_id=89&usg=__yKrOP-Kn3yX6Z8WfJOTI656hSvs=&h=599&w=489&sz=211&hl=en&start=2&um=1&tbnid=rSUvt-Bdx72kcM:&tbnh=135&tbnw=110&prev=/images?q=wikipedia&gbv=2&um=1&hl=en
http://images.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://www.edutopia.org/images/graphics/4419-2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.edutopia.org/hot-stuff-july-august-2007&usg=__Yax0_dtLVD7xLgeFhnu_hPfjDTU=&h=160&w=184&sz=9&hl=en&start=4&um=1&tbnid=9t14WnOyPC3AGM:&tbnh=89&tbnw=102&prev=/images?q=teacher+tube&gbv=2&um=1&hl=en
http://images.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://www.ooliganpress.pdx.edu/pic/youtube-logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.ooliganpress.pdx.edu/&usg=__snhzpp-uP9eWRA3NEOnN7Ng0XMM=&h=905&w=1280&sz=56&hl=en&start=1&tbnid=JK3T0Bi266AFaM:&tbnh=106&tbnw=150&prev=/images?q=youtubelogo&gbv=2&hl=en
http://images.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://work.whoischarles.com/files/images/flickr_logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://work.whoischarles.com/demos&usg=__x1Q5yqhhftzQ26M0gZQsmHWcF_Q=&h=111&w=223&sz=23&hl=en&start=6&tbnid=PFIvOS9aU8lu-M:&tbnh=53&tbnw=107&prev=/images?q=flickr+logo&gbv=2&hl=en
http://images.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://static.twitter.com/images/twitter_logo.png&imgrefurl=http://decibel.ni.com/content/docs/DOC-1830&usg=__HBJInnutvbpgRZcJN3YcnyCx-Ig=&h=456&w=1234&sz=46&hl=en&start=3&tbnid=o0Q1tsWShArWaM:&tbnh=55&tbnw=150&prev=/images?q=twitter&gbv=2&hl=en
http://images.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://i64.photobucket.com/albums/h189/simplychrislike/LiveRiot/n_1186439527_logo_facebook-rgb-7inc.jpg&imgrefurl=http://profile.myspace.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=user.viewprofile&friendid=140545453&usg=__zXIaZ2pkGY6QgnVrR8AhL-F2XK4=&h=301&w=800&sz=60&hl=en&start=2&tbnid=X21lXBEYY_NJ2M:&tbnh=54&tbnw=143&prev=/images?q=facebook+logo&gbv=2&hl=en&sa=G


Social Networking:  

The Threat and the 

Opportunity



What is Social Networking?
 Over 150 Million users worldwide (January 2009)

 Majority are teenagers and young adults.

 More than 110 Million users worldwide (Jan. 09)

 1 in 4 Americans is on MySpace, in the UK it’s as 
common to have a MySpace as it is to own a dog 

 A popular Web site for users to share personal photographs 
and is widely used by bloggers as a photo repository 

 Over 3 Billion photos (November 2008)

 Professional network of over 80 Million Users

 Used for hiring, networking, industry discussions

http://images.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://i64.photobucket.com/albums/h189/simplychrislike/LiveRiot/n_1186439527_logo_facebook-rgb-7inc.jpg&imgrefurl=http://profile.myspace.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=user.viewprofile&friendid=140545453&usg=__zXIaZ2pkGY6QgnVrR8AhL-F2XK4=&h=301&w=800&sz=60&hl=en&start=2&tbnid=X21lXBEYY_NJ2M:&tbnh=54&tbnw=143&prev=/images?q=facebook+logo&gbv=2&hl=en&sa=G
http://images.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://www.iheartstuffz.com/pics/ICONS/myspace-logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.myjdl.com/node/4619&usg=__ptibdiYjDMwyZlhcUDw1VHralXc=&h=169&w=250&sz=9&hl=en&start=12&tbnid=-mD67LhoLVCUtM:&tbnh=75&tbnw=111&prev=/images?q=myspace+logo&gbv=2&hl=en
http://images.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://work.whoischarles.com/files/images/flickr_logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://work.whoischarles.com/demos&usg=__x1Q5yqhhftzQ26M0gZQsmHWcF_Q=&h=111&w=223&sz=23&hl=en&start=6&tbnid=PFIvOS9aU8lu-M:&tbnh=53&tbnw=107&prev=/images?q=flickr+logo&gbv=2&hl=en


The Options are Growing 

Rapidly…..



A Day in the Life of a 

Teenager at Home

Cell Phone

TV

iPod

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/photo/postphotos/style/2005-03-10/8.htm
http://images.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://www.copyblogger.com/images/logo_facebook.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.copyblogger.com/facebook-application-marketing/&usg=___n_JvidbiDtnshHS9X-XKT9WYSQ=&h=176&w=468&sz=13&hl=en&start=7&tbnid=aGntek1MwLEJ7M:&tbnh=48&tbnw=128&prev=/images?q=facebook+logo&gbv=2&hl=en
http://images.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://ecsyouth.files.wordpress.com/2008/01/wr08-myspace-logo-duck-and-gorilla.jpg&imgrefurl=http://ecsyouth.wordpress.com/2008/01/21/winter-retreat-2008/&usg=__z1xa2xqxmmdfaIFKdKNBcB72fW0=&h=350&w=1528&sz=187&hl=en&start=14&tbnid=C2mFgbkcZKNSVM:&tbnh=34&tbnw=150&prev=/images?q=myspace+logo&gbv=2&hl=en
http://images.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://www.goalline.ca/images/youtube_logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.goalline.ca/main/news.php?show=all&usg=__KTxx9z0sbE9Kr9Ev834eQBEBcc8=&h=310&w=413&sz=17&hl=en&start=7&tbnid=P5L3xns34LJS0M:&tbnh=94&tbnw=125&prev=/images?q=youtube&gbv=2&hl=en
http://images.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://www.labnol.org/assets/images/GoogleDevelopingGMailOfflineVersionUsing_B248/googlegmaillogo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://labnol.blogspot.com/2007/09/google-developing-gmail-offline-version.html&usg=__31b_JSG5GO471Jy3u6J9bZYRXf8=&h=206&w=458&sz=21&hl=en&start=4&tbnid=oa7JjM_etW8TkM:&tbnh=58&tbnw=128&prev=/images?q=gmail+logo&gbv=2&hl=en
http://images.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://www.pixelicia.com/wp-content/uploads/2008/04/flickr-logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://bit330f08.wikidot.com/blog:image-search:google-v-s-flickr&usg=__U0RVXzgAcC39f9dv6Im1G_iBDcA=&h=196&w=500&sz=12&hl=en&start=4&tbnid=p99FFGDhXindAM:&tbnh=51&tbnw=130&prev=/images?q=flickr+logo&gbv=2&hl=en&sa=X
http://images.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://z.about.com/d/browsers/1/0/O/8/-/-/aim_logo2.gif&imgrefurl=http://browsers.about.com/b/2007/09/27/big-trouble-with-aol-instant-messenger.htm&usg=__6RtY2Z0UzqzM6CYX5cvowwKL8YM=&h=119&w=150&sz=4&hl=en&start=3&tbnid=oph1gyDayfU_NM:&tbnh=76&tbnw=96&prev=/images?q=aol+instant+messenger+logo&gbv=2&hl=en


Social Networking on the 

Public Web

Source:  Pew Internet Project, 

2009-2010 Data



What are Teens Sharing?
– 82% of profile creators have included their first name in their 

profiles. 

– 79% have included photos of themselves. 

– 66% have included photos of their friends. 

– 61% have included the name of their city or town. 

– 49% have included the name of their school. 

– 40% have included their instant message screen name. 

– 40% have streamed audio to their profile. 

– 39% have linked to their blog. 29% have included their email address. 

– 29% have included their last name. 29% have included videos. 

– 11% of profile-owning teens post their first and last names on 
publicly accessible profiles. 

– 2% have included their cell phone numbers.



The Reality of Online 

Exposure
•32% of online teens have been contacted by 
strangers online 

•23% of teens who have been contacted by a 
stranger online say they felt scared or 
uncomfortable because of the online encounter

•68% of girls have had a negative experience on a 
social networking site

Source:  Pew Internet Project



So Why Bother?
• Students perceive differently

• Students work (and play) differently



Social Media and Learning

• Movie- Nora Bergman, Decatur High 

School Reading Teacher



The Social Networking 

Wish List…

•Protect student identities

•Control access

•Manage content 

•Enable permissions

•Foster responsibility

•Develop judgement

•Enable the “social school”



And by the way…



Slide 34

New Suite of Social 

Networking Tools
 Private; Secure

 One integrated suite, not pieced-together point solutions

wikis

blogs

discussions

profiles

ratingtagging

search

scanning

notification

presence

workspaces

shared 

bookmarks

watches
permissions

podcasting



From the Field

Movie- Chris Billingsley- Decatur High

School History teacher



Demo

Neither the Georgia Department of Education nor the 

State of Georgia operates or controls in any respect any 

information, products, materials or services that third 

parties may provide. Listing a particular product or 

posting of a link does not indicate Georgia Department of 

Education endorsement of that product or site. We 

encourage our users to research each product 

themselves and to read the privacy statements of each 

and every site they visit.



Learning Targets

I will leave this session with at least 

one idea I am excited about 

implementing in my school district.

I will learn three ways City Schools of 

Decatur uses technology to engage 

students in learning.



Cutia Blunt, Teacher of the Gifted, City Schools of Decatur

cblunt@csdecatur.net

Heather Borowski, Instructional Technology Coordinator, 

City Schools of Decatur 

hborowski@csdecatur.net

Gary Falcon, Aptiris 

gfalcon@aptiris.com

Dr. Cynde Snider, DOE

csnider@doe.k12.ga.us 

If You Build It, They Will Come: 

Using Technology to Engage Students in Learning 
This session focused on using safe social networking communities and 

other student-friendly technologies to improve the achievement of all 

students, including students with disabilities. Student-friendly technologies 

that engage students in their learning were demonstrated and discussed. 


